No established term. One could call
these pairs useless cognates because they
are not too helpful for language learners.

No established term. One could call

ORIGIN® FORM? These are false friends:

They look the same (and they
may share the same origin),

but they have a different meaning.

these pairs true friends: same origin, same form,
same meaning. Real no-brainers for learners.

No established term. One could call
these pairs linguist's friends: If you know a thing or two
about language change, you may be able to tell they are

related (which may help with learning them).

(reated by Christopher Bergmann (@isoglosse)
Thanks to Jonathon Owen (@ArrantPedantry),
Johnny Germanic (@EnglishGibson) and Wikipedia
for inspiration and examples.

English leap English gift English bra
German laufen German Gift ‘poison’ Swedish bra ‘good’
English gold
German Gold
English star English dog
French étoile Mbabaram dog

These are false cognates:

They look the same, they have the same
meaning, but their origin isn't related.
This is rare in closely related languages.

English sick
German krank

Just different words for the same concept.
You'll have to learn them from scratch. Period.

MEANING?

1 This refers to the ultimate origin of the words. Even if words can be traced back to the same source, different steps may be involved in how their meaning and form have developed.
2 This refers to the orthographic form of the words. When restricting this to words that are written and pronounced the same, this category, which is not huge, would be much smaller till.
3 This refers to the primary meaning of the words. It is true that many words have more than one meaning, so there can always be a definition to which the above does not (fully) apply.



